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Charles was born in Paris on November 
3, 1785, into an aristocratic family. Both 
of his parents held titles of nobility. At the 

age of 21, he was appointed auditor/inspector in 
the Council of State by Napoleon himself. His 
future was very promising, since, besides being 
the heir to a large fortune, he had an excellent 
administrative background. Nevertheless � 
and against his family’s expectations �, Charles 
gave up his occupations and riches and in 1809 
entered the Seminary of Saint-Sulpice. He was 
later ordained a priest in 1811 in Chambery.

THE CONSECRATION TO BISHOP
On June 6, 1824, he was ordained Bishop of Nancy 
and Toul. Nevertheless, Charles felt more the call 
to be a missionary than to be an administrator. 
�e idea of dedicating himself to evangelization 
was always in his mind, so much so that he asked 
Pope Pius VII to be sent to the Far East. �e 
Pope accepted his request, which, however, never 

materialized. During this period, he had frequent 
contact with the missionaries destined to China 
and, through them, became aware of the great 
di�culties that children su�ered in that country. 
�ere, in fact, many children, especially girls, 
were abandoned by their parents. �e poverty of 
the agricultural workers and the little pro�t that 
girls, as females, could bring to the family led to 
their rejection. At times, they were even killed in 
the cruelest ways. �is harsh reality, which never 
le� the heart of Charles de Forbin-Janson, was 
the seed from which the Ponti�cal Society of the 
Holy Childhood or Missionary Childhood would 
sprout.

THE DEPARTURE TO AMERICA
A�er the revolution of 1830, Charles had 
to leave France. A few years later, he le� for 
America accompanied by some missionaries 
who encouraged him to face this challenge. His 
apostolic work during this period � which lasted 

Charles de Forbin-Janson possessed one of 
those rare characteristics that are inherent 
in some human natures: a passion for the 
apostolate and a determined character. It was 
these two qualities that not only strengthened 
his missionary vocation but also inspired 
in him the need to found the Society of 
Missionary Childhood, an innovative project 
in the post-revolutionary France of the 19th 
century, created for and by children.

Missionary Bishop
(3 November 1785 - 11 July 1844)

Founder of the
Pontifical Society of the Holy Childhood

CHARLES DE FORBIN-JANSON

c



BULLETIN - PONTIFICIUM OPUS A SANCTA INFANTIA  - N. 7 - JANUARY  2021  5

eighteen months � took place mainly in Canada, 
where he was able to bring together thousands of 
faithful, enlightening them with the light of the 
Gospel.

THE FOUNDATION OF
THE HOLY CHILDHOOD
Upon his return from America, a�er a meeting 
with Pauline Jaricot � Foundress of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith (Domund) � 
and following the model of this Society, Charles 
decided to found the Society of Missionary 
Childhood, later elevated to the status of Ponti�cal 
by Pope Pius XI. �e Society’s goal was that 
Christian children, as young evangelizers, might 
help save unbelieving children throughout the 
world. To this end, he stipulated that they o�er a 
small amount of money each month and recite a 
short prayer each day for children in need.

From that moment on, he worked to convince 
all the Bishops of France 
of the importance of this 
project, communicating 
to them his passion and 
energy. He dedicated 
much of his fortune to 
this goal, as well as a 
contagious enthusiasm 
that was very useful in 
making his proposal well 
received in the various 
countries where he 
presented it.

A CHAIN OF EVANGELIZATION
�e Missionary Childhood was an audacious idea 
whose purpose was to give material and spiritual 
support to the poorest children of the world with 
the help of children who lacked nothing. �eir 
generosity and prayer were the foundation of a 
courageous evangelizing chain from which future 
adult missionaries would later emerge. With 
time, the seed planted in committed and solidary 
children would bear fruit in formed young people 
who would be able to carry out their apostolate 
in the world. In addition, this idea laid the 
foundations for female Missionary Congregations, 
which were practically non-existent before then, 
since evangelization depended almost exclusively 
on the clergy.

HOLY CHILDHOOD TODAY
Today, this Society continues to be indispensable, 
because children continue to be one of the weakest 
links in society. �ey su�er from hunger, wars, 
mistreatment, sexual and labor exploitation, 
disease and lack of expectations for the future, 
among many other things. �erefore, the project 
conceived by Charles de Forbin-Janson is still more 
necessary than ever, over one hundred and seventy 
years a�er its foundation.
Bishop de Forbin-Janson died on July 11, 1844, 
shortly a�er dedicating all his e�orts to establishing 
a solid foundation for what would later become the 
Ponti�cal Society of Missionary Childhood. When 

he died, the Society was 
already present and active 
in 65 Dioceses.
Today, there is no other 
organization or institution 
that bases its aid on 
children, on the sel�ess 
and supportive cooperation 
among children.

Concha FernÆndez GonzÆlez
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T H E  V O I C E  O F
T H E  C H I L D R E N

GUINEA BISSAU
NATIONAL OFFICE

My name is JOSÉ GOMES FERNANDES and I was 
born on May 19th, 1999, making me 21 years old. I 
live in San Paolo � Bissau, in the peripheries of Bissau. 
I studied at the Brandao Training Center, 12th grade, 
and have completed my studies. 

My father is Antonio Joaquim Fernandes, an 

electrician and my mother is Ermelinda Gomes, who 
works as a domestic. I am the last of four children.

I joined the Missionary Childhood group in 2017 and 
since then have begun my formation journey. I can 
affirm to have learned many good things. Following the 
rich program of formation (human, religious-moral 
and athletic) that the Missionary Childhood offers, 
with themes and formation sessions that have helped 
me to grow humanly and in faith in Jesus Christ. Now I 
can share that which I received with those less fortunate 
than me and with the needy. Even the encounters 
opened my eyes to the needs of others and, above all, I 
thank God for all that I have, that should not only be for 
me, but for the good of my poorer brothers and sisters. 
In 2019 I was called to be an animator of a group of 
children (aged from 6 to 19 years old). What a joy! It 
is actually a mission for me. I have been called to give 
freely that which I have received freely. Parise be the 
Lord!
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In the name of my friends in the group, I wish you a 
happy Christmas and a blessed 2021, filled with much 
happiness, good health and love for all.

JosØ Gomes Fernandes

Next, I began to share with the children the many 
human and spiritual values that I had received, 
especially by celebrating and living the Word of God, 
by protecting minors and the vulnerable, in order 
to form honest and generous citizens for a mission 
among them and beyond our borders. The challenges 
and obstacles were many:

- Difficulties in the family setting;
- The influence of social media (globalization), 
in the digital world�
- Formation considered as obsolete;
- Lack of acceptance;
- Not accepting council from elders;
- Incapacity to sever some family relations, 
interpersonal and emotional;
- Widespread poverty, the absence of the state 
in the area of education, health care�

Once more, these challenges were strongly augmented 
in this period of coronavirus, but our hope in Christ 
pushed us to live a more committed life and not 
to stop before the challenges and difficulties of life 
(pandemic period), but, rather, to bear witness to our 
faith in Christ Jesus, as we walk with the children, visit 
families, instructing them to promote good hygienic 
practices, washing hands, wearing masks and many 
other things� We are young missionaries of Jesus 
Christ.

My name is SUZANA MANÉ  of the catholic mission of Cacine in the Diocese of Bafata, in Guinea-Bissau. For a little girl to bear witnees to 
Jesus in Guinea-Bissau means to live the Word of God in the small everyday things: respecting parents, participating in catechesis, in catholic 
movements and behaving in school.

The challenges:
- Muslims are the majority in the Cacine area;

- Strong influence of tradition according to which children must respect the desires of their parents. Indeed, the role of the elders is very 
important in our tradition;

- Being a minority, we are tempted to conform to the world, to make friends that, at times, don�t correspond to what the Gospel calls us to.

The obstacles:
The greatest obstacle to bearing witness to Jesus is the tradition, sometimes living with parents who do not go to church, makes it very difficult. 
At home a child is not always listened to.
With the Covid pandemic it cannot have been easy to stop all activities, but it was a great joy for me to participate in the celebration of the 
Eucharist, every Sunday, through Radio Sol Mansi, and to be able to participate in making others aware of Covid. Confronting, in this way, 
fear and shame, was my greatest testimony.

Suzana ManØ

TESTIMONIES
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TESTIMONIES

THE CHALLENGES, THE 
OBSTACLES, THE JOYS AND 
SATISFACTIONS OF GIVING 
WITNESS OF JESUS AMONG 
FRIENDS, AT SCHOOL AND IN THE 
FAMILY
It is always joyful when opportunities allow 
us to give witness to Jesus among friends at 
school and in the family. But sometimes there 
are challenges and obstacles that restrict the 
possibilities to give witness, like:

- Temptation from bad friends, parents who 
do not care about the church and force us 
not to go to church, and others who prevent 
us from going to church. Limited economic 
position in our families; in�uence of false 
beliefs; negative side of globalization; parents 
and animators who teach us bad language. 
During the pandemic, we could not go for 
instruction at school and to the church. We 
missed moment to visit the sick; we could 
not visit each other and lacked peace. We 
had to cancel the congresses including the 
Eucharistic congress at the national level, to 
mention but a few.

Fr. Christopher Ndireye

DIOCESE OF KIGOMA
�e children were gathered together to 
answer the questions trough discussion. 
�en, one of them, was nominated to 
write them down for the rest 

THE MEANING OF BEING A 
WITNESS OF JESUS FOR A CHILD 
OR YOUNG PERSON TODAY
It means living according to what is expected 
of a son and daughter of God in the family, 
in the church, at school and in the society by 
doing the following:

-To pray in the family, to respect the parents 
and others, to go to church for instruction 
and for celebrations; to care for the needy; 
to attend at school punctually and to follow 
what is directed by the teachers; to speak 
the truth always; to pray for other children 
and families; to respect animators; to love 
all people without distinction; to be always 
active in acts of truth and not lazy and to 
follow bad example of the parents and other 
children�s, like believing in witchcra� and 
not practicing religion.
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UGANDA
NATIONAL OFFICE
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My name is SSEKAGYA JOHN MARY, I am a 
member of Missionary Childhood in Uganda. I 
am 9 years old.
I witness to Jesus by being God fearing and kind 
to others.
During the children�s Sunday Liturgy our 
teachers tell us to be generous and listen to 
them.
I give testimony to Jesus by sharing food 
and clothes with the needy, during Lent and 
Christmas. I also support my parents with 
house work and don�t �ght with my sister.
When there was no lockdown, I used to go to 
church with my family, but now in the lockdown 
only my parents attend but for me and my 
siblings. We pray at home and follow online 
mass on children�s liturgy program on Uganda 
Catholic TV. Tr. Dorothy hosts on Zoom to pray 
the rosary every Saturday.
I pray we have more activities to empower 
children in the Church.

My name is NANVUMA LAURINDA. Am a 
member of Missionary Childhood in Uganda. 
I am eight years old.
I witness Jesus by participating Sunday 
children�s Liturgy praying, sharing the word 
of God with fellow children at school and at 
church.
I give testimony to Jesus by sharing with the 
needy my clothes and being thankful to my 
parents.
Before lockdown, I was very active and able 
to participate in all church activities but now 
in lockdown it�s not possible. I try to pray 
the rosary every Saturday via Zoom and Tr, 
Dorothy hosts us. I also participate in other 
online child liturgy activities, like on Mission 
Sunday. I shared a poem with other children 
which was broadcast on TV.
I pray we get better church programs so we 
keep learning about God.

Missionary children from the Moroto Diocese

T H E  V O I C E  O F 
T H E  C H I L D R E N
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My name is JOHN NICHOLAS, I am 15 years old 
and am a member of Ponti�cal Mission Societies  
in Uganda.
I have witnessed to Jesus by attending Children 
Liturgy classes in my parish where I have learnt 
to pray, love and care for my family members and 
schoolmates.
I try through my actions to give testimony to Jesus 
for example I was inspired to plant a vegetal garden 
to reduce on food costs my parents meet. And my 
family is happy with my contribution.
At school, I try to treat others as my brothers and I 
avoid �ghts because I see Jesus in everyone.
Before lockdown, I was able to participate in 
parish activities with other children and follow 
seminarians where I serve at mass or play drums 
during mass. But now it�s not possible. However 
with my family, we pray together and try to 
follow prayers online mostly the children�s liturgy 
programs on Uganda Catholic Television where I 
sometimes participate.
As a teenager, I wish our church can design more 
programs that favour us.
Am glad that my family and parish has given me an 
opportunity to grow and participate in witnessing 
to Christ as my friend and brother and whom I am 
able to share with those around me.

My name is MARIA, am 10 years old. I belong 
to Missionary Childhood in Uganda. I witness 
to Jesus by praying with my family and going 
to church to pray with other children. 

I give testimony to Jesus when I respect my 
parents. I try to follow the global call for 
all catholic children to loving, sharing and 
caring (children helping children). I share 
with others and I pray for the needy. Before 
lockdown, I enjoyed Sunday school at church, 
In the lockdown I participate in Mass on TV. 
I miss the other children to sing together 
Christmas carols and play. I wish God gives 
all of us children around the world televisions 
so that we may pray together mostly during 
this lockdown.

TESTIMONIES
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T H E  V O I C E  O F
T H E  C H I L D R E N

BURUNDI
NATIONAL OFFICE
TO WITNESS JESUS

BU
RU

ND
I

Being a witness to Jesus for a child today

Jesus’ call is addressed to every baptized child, 
sent out to become His witness today.

�rough baptism, a child receives priceless 
grace and the privilege of being a child of 
God, a brother of Jesus, a temple of the Holy 
Spirit and a member of the Church. �e child 
becomes light of the world and salt of the 
earth (Matthew 5,13.14).

From early childhood the baptised is raised 
up to his potential by participating in the 
three-fold mission of Jesus. �e baptised is 
invited to be a:

a) Prophet: to announce the Good News 
of Jesus to other children, at home, at 
school and in his circle. For example: the 
apostolate of the Singers of the Star group 
organized by the Missionary Childhood, 
who bring to families the Good News 
of the birth of Jesus like the shepherds 
and the Magi. Children who preach by 

testifying through their good deeds, their 
good conduct and the advice they give to 
other children.

b) Priest: a child member of the Missionary 
Childhood regularly participates in the 
weekly Sunday mass and, above all, in their 
monthly mass. In the celebration, he or 
she participates in the o�ering of Jesus by 
o�ering himself or herself along with each 
one�s small sacri�ces and o�erings, above 
all for the bene�t of poor children, and in 
prayer for the promotion of the mission 
throughout the world and for the children 
of the world who are found in need.

c) King: the baptized child brings Jesus, 
Savior and King, to the other children, 
helping them to engage in the Missionary 
Childhood. �rough his or her merciful 
and charitable actions towards other poor 
children, so that they can regain joy and 
peace.
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TESTIMONIES

�e joy of bearing witness to Jesus

I regularly observe a baptized child from the 
age of 14:

- �e joy of participating with others in the 
Missionary Childhood group in prayer, 
sacri�ce and collections in money and in 
kind for poor children and other acts of 
charity.

- �ere is the joy of participating in 
apostolic parish groups: altar boys, dancers 
of liturgical songs, readers.

- �e joy of participating in the Feast of the 
Epiphany, the World Day of Missionary 
Childhod.

- �e joy of participating in the apostolate 
of the Star Singers to bring to families the 
Good News of the birth of Jesus.

- �e joy of being baptized and being a 
witness of Jesus.

�e challenges and obstacles that one must 
confront as a witness to Jesus

a) In the family and at home:

- �e pain of seeing that there are children 
who do not obey their parents, who do not 
listen and do not follow good examples and 
good advice; children who do not want to 
participate in Missionary Childhood; poor 

children who have no sustenance and 
whom he cannot help everyone.

b) At school:

- �e child is not happy to see that there 
are poor children who drop out of school 
for lack of money to pay school fees; and 
children who neither obey nor respect 
their teachers, nor their animators.

�e child living this witness from the point of 
view of a missionary

- �rough prayer for the missions: the 
child contributes to the propagation of the 
faith and missionary action, as well as to 
prayer for unity and peace in the world.

- �rough daily sacri�ce, he or she 
associates himself with Jesus for the 
salvation of the world.

-   �rough collections in money and in 
kind in which he or she o�en participates 
and, above all, on the day of the Epiphany 
and during World Mission Day in favor of 
the mission.

- �e child member of the Missionary 
Childhood is baptized and sent to be a 
witness of Jesus today in word, action and 
behavior.

Salvator Rurimwikoma
Animator of the Holy Missionary Childhood
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T H E  V O I C E  O F
T H E  C H I L D R E N

Being a witness to Jesus for a child today means:
Love to pray, behave well. �at is, being obedient, kind, performing acts of love and mercy, helping 
vulnerable or sick children, elderly people by bringing them, for example, water or �rewood, and being 
a member of apostolic groups.
Being a witness of Jesus for a child today means belonging to a group of altar boys, to movements of 
Catholic action or to the choir.

�e joy experienced bearing witness to Jesus
As an animator of the Holy Missionary Childhood, I am very happy when the children, members of 
the group, say that their parents let them freely participate in the meetings and activities provided for by 
Missionary Childhood. I am pleased to see that children are responsible, that they are a good example to 
others, both at school and in the family. Among them are some who are members of the apostolic group. 
�ere are also children of other religions who like to participate in some meetings and some activities of 
Missionary Childhood.

�e challenges and obstacle facing those who bear witness to Jesus:
A big obstacle is the low number of Catholic children in our schools, where most are Muslims and 
Protestants and, therefore, some are in�uenced by the majority and do not participate in the meetings 
organized for them.

From a missionary point of view, these children pray both at home and at school. At school they meet 
once a year to pray the Missionary Rosary together (October 18) and help the defenseless and sick 
children of the world.

In addition, once a month, they attend a mass organized for them to pray for the mission.

Sr. BØatrice MIRYOZI
Holy Childhood Animator

BU
RU

ND
I

Bearing witness to Christ as a child today means:
As a baptized child, for me to be a witness of Jesus means to speak of Him and the Good News to other 
children. It means behaving like Jesus in actions, in words, at home and at school.

�e joy I experience in bearing witness to Jesus
I am happy to obey my parents and zealously complete my homework and schoolwork. I am happy when 
I teach, as I o�en do, small children to pray. An elderly person lives next to me and I am happy when, 
with other children of Missionary Childhood, we get together and, on some occasions, bring them water 
and �rewood.

Challenges and problems that I have to confront
I am not at all happy with the children of my neighborhood, who do not obey their parents or their 
educators, despite the good example we give them. I am sorry to note that there are poor children who 
have to drop out of school, and that we cannot help all of them because our collections are insu�cient.

I pray from the perspective of a missionary!

DarlŁne CIZERO
9 years old - Grade 4 elementary - Member of the Holy Childhood
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What being a witness of Jesus today means to me
It means living a Christian life of prayer, charity and good works; behaving in a Christian way. 
�e joy I feel in witnessing to Jesus
As a baptized, son of God and brother of Jesus, I am happy every time we meet to pray the rosary for the unity 
and peace of the whole world, in particular together with the children of the world on October 18 at 9 am. �is 
year it was a Sunday and we gathered in Euyigi Cathedral. I was in seventh heaven.

- I am happy when we visit the children in the hospital, bringing them things we have collected. �is year 
2020 we brought them 15 bars of soap, 15 kilos of �our, 19 kilos of beans and 6 kilos of rice.

- We also visited children abandoned by their parents, and brought them6 kilos of beans, 5 kilos of rice and 
10 kilos of �our.

- Carrying out this apostolate in the spirit of love and mercy I felt so much joy.
- I am also happy because, as a member of a Missionary Childhood group, I am involved in the parish 

apostolate as an altar boy. 

�e challenges and problems I face
I am sorry to see that some children do not participate in our Missionary Childhood group. I join all the 
children of the world in prayer, sacri�ce and through the collection to promote the mission.

StŁve NDAYIKEZA 
10 years old - Grade 5 elementary - Member of the Holy Childhood

Bearing witness to Christ as a child today means:
Announce the Good News of Jesus to other children.
Behave like a baptized Christian in my behavior, language, attitudes and daily prayers.

�e joy I experience in bearing witness to Jesus:
- I rejoice because, as a baptized person, I feel I am a brother of Jesus, a son of God and a member of the 
Church.
- I rejoice when I set a good example for other children at home, in my family, and at school.
- I am happy when I help other children to love and be part of the Holy Missionary Childhood group.
- I am happy to behave well and not be distracted at school, to obey my educators, to pray the Missionary 
Rosary and to collect collections for poor children.
- I rejoice in participating in the apostolate of the Star Singers.

�e challenges and obstacles that I have to confront as a witness to Jesus:
In witnessing to Jesus, I sometimes have to face challenges. For example, when I invite a child to join the 
Missionary Childhood group, some children cause problems and refuse to come. However, I invite them to 
join us in praying the Missionary Rosary. But some children categorically refuse. It is terrible that some children 
do not obey their parents or their educators. I o�en remember them in my prayers for them to be converted.
From the missionary point of view, I pray for all the children of the world and, above all, for poor children.

Ange �eddy GATOTO
11 years old - Grade 6 elementary - Member of the Holy Childhood
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IRELAND
NATIONAL OFFICE
BEING A WITNESS OF JESUS IN IRELAND 
DURING ORDINARY AND CHALLENGING 
TIMES

IR
LE

LA
ND

ome of the children from St Ronan�s 
Primary School, Newry, Co. Down helped 
the Society of Missionary Children to 
answer some questions about being a 

witness of Jesus during ordinary times as a young 
person in Ireland but also how more di�cult (or 
not) the pandemic made their lives in 2020. All 
aged between 10 and 11, Emily, Eva, Beth, Lucy, 
Conlan, Aoife, Kaitlin, Lily and Grace spoke 
with Julieann Moran (National Secretary of 
Missionary Children). Julieann shared with the 
children that Jesus showed his love for God the 
Father by praying to God, by his actions (his good 
works), and by telling people the Good News of 
God�s love for them. Before he returned to God 
the Father, Jesus asked us to do the same thing � 
pray, do good works, and share the Good News. 
�is is mission! She asked the girls and boys of St 
Ronan�s Primary 7 class:

�t���)�P�X���D�B�O���X�F���T�I�B�S�F���U�I�F���(�P�P�E���/�F�X�T���U�I�B�U���(�P�E��
loves us within our families, with our friends, 
and in our communities?
�t���8�I�B�U���B�S�F���T�P�N�F���P�G���U�I�F���X�B�Z�T���Z�P�V���D�B�O���E�P���(�P�E���T��
work in Ireland today (following the example 
that Jesus gives)?
�t���8�I�F�S�F���D�B�O���Z�P�V���E�P���(�P�E���T���X�P�S�L� 

�t�� �8�I�F�S�F�� �B�O�E�� �I�P�X�� �D�B�O�� �Z�P�V�� �Q�S�B�Z�� �U�P�� �(�P�E�� �B�U��
home, in school, in the community?
�t�� �8�I�B�U�� �E�P�F�T�� �J�U�� �G�F�F�M�� �M�J�L�F�� �X�I�F�O�� �Z�P�V�� �I�B�W�F�� �E�P�O�F��
something good for someone else in need?
�t�� �8�I�B�U�� �E�P�F�T�� �J�U�� �G�F�F�M�� �M�J�L�F�� �X�I�F�O�� �Z�P�V�� �I�B�W�F�� �T�Q�F�O�U��
time in prayer with God?
�t���8�I�B�U���E�P���Z�P�V�����O�E���E�J���D�V�M�U���B�C�P�V�U���E�P�J�O�H���(�P�E���T��
work?
�t�� �8�I�F�S�F�� �E�P�� �Z�P�V�� ���O�E�� �J�U�� �E�J���D�V�M�U�� �U�P�� �E�P�� �(�P�E���T��
work? 
�t���%�P���Z�P�V���I�B�W�F���B�O�Z���E�J���D�V�M�U�J�F�T���X�J�U�I���G�S�J�F�O�E�T���F�U�D��
because you pray/go to Mass/believe in God?
�t�� �)�B�T�� �U�I�F�� �Q�B�O�E�F�N�J�D�� �N�B�E�F�� �J�U�� �F�B�T�Z�� �P�S�� �N�P�S�F��
di�cult for you to follow the example of Jesus 
at home, in school, or with friends?
�t���8�I�B�U���E�P���Z�P�V���M�J�L�F���B�C�P�V�U���4�P�D�J�F�U�Z���P�G���.�J�T�T�J�P�O�B�S�Z��
Children (children helping children)?

�is is what they had to say�

s
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I share the Good News that God loves me by going to church and telling 
people about the wonderous things God and Jesus have done for us. I can 
do God�s work at church, at home, in school, and in places of charity. 

I pray at home before and after I go to sleep. I also pray in school. It�s 
easier for me to speak to God in serene places and hushed environments. 

When I have done something good and helpful for my community, I feel 
appreciated and very proud of myself. After I have spent time with God, 
and shared my worries with him, I feel as if a large weight had been lifted 
off my shoulders. I find it difficult to do God�s work in a loud and highly 
populated public places. I sometimes find it hard to express God�s work 
because I do not like the focus to be on me. I have never experienced any 
difficulties with my friends because of my beliefs, which is good.

The pandemic has made it harder to follow the example of Jesus because I 
have haven�t been able to go to Mass and pray.

I believe that Children Helping Children (the motto of the Society of 
Missionary Children) is a brilliant organisation because it encourages 
children to have an awareness that some children don�t have as many privileges as others. 

Today I can do God�s work by helping children in need and supporting charities. 

Eva Watras

We share the Good News that God loves us by teaching 
younger children how to pray, talk to them about God 
and try to pray at least once every day. We are able to 
do God�s work at home, in school, in church, and by 
donating to charities like Children Helping Children. 
Here in Ireland, we do God�s work by praying, going 
to Mass, helping people in need and giving to others 
through charity. 

We can pray to God by joining our hands, blessing 
ourselves, having a deep thought and praying 
somewhere quiet. We can feel happy, blessed, peaceful, 
and calm when we have had prayer with God because 
a huge weight can be li�ed from our shoulders sharing 
our worries with God.

It feels amazing to do something good for someone else 
in need because we can have �made someone�s day� 
that really needed it. It is good to do something good 
because some people are not as privileged as us.

Sometimes it is hard to remember to spend time in 
�Q�S�B�Z�F�S���X�J�U�I���(�P�E���C�F�D�B�V�T�F���X�F���D�B�O���C�F���S�F�B�M�M�Z���C�V�T�Z���B�O�E���G�F�F�M���X�F���E�P�O���U���I�B�W�F���U�I�F���U�J�N�F�����8�F���D�B�O���B�M�T�P�����O�E���J�U���E�J���D�V�M�U���U�P���Q�S�B�Z���U�P���(�P�E���J�O���B���Q�M�B�D�F��
where it is loud and we cannot concentrate. 

We don�t have any di�culties with our friends because most of them believe in God too and we can pray together. 

�e pandemic has changed how we follow God because we can�t go to church and can�t be with and talk with other people. 

�e Society of Missionary Children is actually the school�s chosen charity and we all donate at least once a year to the charity. We like 
it because it helps people who don�t have as much as do.

Beth Lindsay and Emily Jorgensen

    BETH     EMILY
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We can share the Good news that God loves us by going to 
Mass with people and sharing the Word of God with people, 
and praying with friends and family. We can do God�s work 
anywhere, as long as we are being holy, kind, and caring 
about other people�s space. Some of the best places to pray 
are at home, at church, and in school. We can pray to God 
about our problems or if we want to pray for someone else at 
home, in school or at church. 
When we do something good for someone else we feel very 
good about ourselves and think about more things that we 
can do to help others. �is is a way of making us better 
people. When we spend time with God, we feel very loved; 
that there�s someone watching over us and looking a�er us 
just in case I feel sad or get hurt in any way.
�8�I�B�U�� �X�F�� ���O�E�� �E�J���D�V�M�U�� �B�C�P�V�U�� �E�P�J�O�H�� �(�P�E���T�� �X�P�S�L�� �J�T�� �C�F�J�O�H��
�Q�B�U�J�F�O�U�� �B�O�E�� �D�B�M�N�� �B�O�E�� �H�F�U�U�J�O�H�� �U�I�F�� �U�J�N�F�� �U�P�� �Q�S�B�Z���� �8�F�� ���O�E��
it di�cult to pray in large crowds or public spaces, or 

sometimes in school, when we are doing work and other 
people are talking. 
We don�t have any di�culties about our faith with friends because our friends all have the same belief as us. 
�e pandemic has made it a bit easier to take part in church because we don�t have to drive to the Mass but can participate 
through Zoom and other social media, but it is more di�cult when someone dies, and people are not allowed to attend the 
funeral in the church.
We take part in the Society of Missionary Children and love that everyone puts thought and care into it by giving some of their 
money to help other children. 
We can promote God�s work and be his witness by going to Mass, praying every day and doing charity work.

Lucy O�Hagan and Conlan McNeaney

I share the Good News by informing people and telling them about the sacrifices God made for us. You can 
also pray with family and friends. You can do God�s work anywhere including at Mass, reading the Bible 
to others, and sharing about the miracles he did. You can pray to God at school and at home before meals 
and before going to bed. When you have done something good for someone else in need you feel like you�ve 
accomplished something powerful and you fell like they will follow in your footsteps of good deeds. 

It feels good when you pray to God because you can get things off your mind which feels like a weight being 
lifted off your shoulders, which makes you feel more protected. It is sometimes difficult to be a witness. You 
can sometimes find it hard to apologise to someone you have had a fight with, especially when you know you 
did not start the fight. It is also difficult sometimes to be kind at home or in school.

I don�t find it difficult to believe. All my friends have their own opinions on what people do and think and 
respect mine. The pandemic has made it easier to follow the example of Jesus by doing good things for others, 
but it has made it harder to spread the Word as we cannot go to Mass.

I like that the Society of Missionary Children are doing something good for children that do not have a lot 
of money or other things and how we as children can help others this way. Giving a gift to others, can make 
them happy but it is also doing God�s work, as well as praying and donating to charities. 

Lily McAreavey and Grace McEllerron

 CONLAN    LUCY
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We share the Good News by 
going to church and telling all 
our friends and family about 
all the things God has done for 
us and how God loves us. We 
can do God�s work by helping others everywhere and being 
kind; by giving money to charities and to people who don�t 
have the money for thins like rent.

Whenever we do good for someone else we feel really great 
about ourselves for helping others and making someone 
happy and seeing a big smile on their face.

�8�F�����O�E���J�U���E�J���D�V�M�U���U�P���B�M�X�B�Z�T���E�P���(�P�E���T���X�P�S�L����U�P���B�M�X�B�Z�T���C�F��
�L�J�O�E���U�P���P�U�I�F�S�T���B�O�E���O�P�U���C�F�J�O�H���T�F�M���T�I���X�J�U�I���P�V�S���G�S�J�F�O�E�T����G�B�N�J�M�Z��
and everyone else, but we always try to be kind. 

We don�t have any di�culties with our friends about our 
faith in God and being a witness of Jesus because most of us 
pray together and all of our friends response our opinions 
and what we do.

What we love about the Society of Missionary Children is 
the fact that it helps children to live better and happier lives. 

We pray to God at home, in school, in our classroom, and in the community with all our friends. We also pray before 
going to bed and when we get up in the morning. Sometimes, we pray with our friends but sometimes we pray when 
we are alone. We feel very good a�er we have prayed to God and we can let go of our worries.

�e most di�cult time to do God�s work is at home with our siblings because we are not always the nicest to them. 
We need to start treating them better.

�e pandemic has not made it easy because we cannot go to Mass and all the other gatherings in the parish that we 
use to go to, so this has been very hard.

Here in Ireland, some of the ways we give witness and do God�s work is by raising money for charities like Children 
Helping Children, praying and being kind.

Aoife Lindsay and Kaitlin Pentony

 AOIFE  KAITLIN
















































