Vosso amigo e irmaoem Cristo Francisco
Your friend and brother in Christ

Francisco
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My nawme is Francisco de Jaso Yy Azpilicueta,
for friends Francisco javier.

[ was born Ln Navarre, near the Aragon
River, in an austere valley adjacewt to the
Pyrenees.

There was the Castle of Javier.

Flanked by four high towers, protected by
thick walls and a deep wmoat filled with water,
crossed by a drawbridge.




My siblings This is me,
J g - o/ the youngest

Juan dejaso Atondo and Marla Azpileueta Aznbrez

Magdalena and Ana Miguel and Jjuan

My father studied at the University of Bologna (ttaly) where he
obtatned his doctorate n Law,

Back in Navarre, he held bimportant positions tn the
administration of the Kingrom of Navarre: Chamber of
Accounts, Royal Court and Royal Council. He was a faithful
collaborator of the Last Rings of Navarve, and was also a
representative of the nobility.

n 1483 he married my wother, Maria Azpileueta Aznirez,
helress of this Lineage, who brought the castle and Lands of Javier
to the family.

Frowm thelr marriage five children were born: Maddalena, Ana, Miguel, Juan and me
Francisco.
Magdalene was a lady-tn-waiting of tsabella the Catholic, Queen of Castile,
Two years before my) bivth she entered as a nun tn the Convent of the Poor Clares of Gandia
(valencia) of which she was Abbess.
Awna, the secondl sister, Left the castle to marry Dlego de Ezpeleta, Lord of Belre. One of her
sons, Jerbnimo, was also a missionary in ndlia.
My brother Miguel, eleven years older than me, future lord of the castle, served an important
role Ln the revolts against the Castillan occupation,

Juan, who received my) mother's surname, Azpileueta, devoted himself to arms and, together
with Miguel, opposed the Castilian domination of Navarre.

Illustrations: «El Mundo di Javier», Gobierno de Navarra, Departamento de Educacion.



My childhood
ano
adolescence:

As Uhave already said, ( am the Youngest, t was born on April 7,
1506, in a room Lin the west wing of Javier castle, the so-called New
Palace,

 was baptized by the abbot, don Miguel de Azpileueta, my mother's
cousin, tn the parish church of Santa Maria, next to the castle,

According to the custom of the thme, t was brought up by a nanny,

My father was often absent, His position in the adwministration of
the Kingdow of Navarre kept him tn Pamplona and brought him as
ambassador to Castile ano France, Therefore, my) mother was
primarily responstble for our upbringing,

The wost dramatic event of my childhood was Ferdinand the
catholic's tnvasion of Navarre tn 1512,

Although my father collaborated with the new king, ow his death
Miguel and juan, supporters of the legitimate Navarrese dynasty,
took up arms twice (1516, 1521), After these uprisings, Cardinal
Cisneros ordeved the castles of the rebels to be torn down,

n May 1516 the walls, towers and battlements of the Javier castle
were torn down,

In 1524, my brothers seek protection tn the pardon offered by Carlos
L of Spatn and returned to the castle,

The following year, 1525, at the age of nineteen, 1 decided to follow
my father's footsteps and Leave to study at the University of Paris,



plary of memories...

(The crucified Christ, who presides over
the chapel of Christ, tegend has it that
it swent blood whew Frawcisco died),

Illustrations: Francisco de Javier, Miguel Berzosa Martinez, Ediciones Mensajero, 2021



At the beginning of September 1525 | left Javier for Pamplona where | veceived the tonsure of
cleric from the bishop, As was the custom for a second sow of a noble family, ( prepared
myself for an ecclesiastical career and to veturn to be canon of the cathedval of Pamplona. (n
this city), ( found a small group of students who were preparing to leave to study in Paris,
we entered France through Fuenterrabin, passing through Boroeaux, Poltiers, Tours and
Orleans, thus arriving tn Paris, ts Gothic cathedral, Notre Dame, with its imposing naves,
fascinated me.

Paris was a fortified city, undergoing transformation, with three districts: the ile de la Cité,
on the Seine, the oldest nucleus of the city, with the bulldings of Notre-Dame, Sainte
Chappelle and the Royal Palace; the Latin Quarter, where the University, colleges and
Luxurious abbeys were Located; and the city with its hostels, shops, houses and the central
market of Les Halles, During my stay in Paris, [ Lived in the Latin Quarter, so called
because Latin was the official lLanguage of us students, who came from. all over Europe. We
were about 4,000 and came from 39 countries.

The University of Paris was one of the most prestigious in Burope both for the quality of its
professors and for tts cosmopolitan character. The best professors of Salamanca and Aleald
had studied there,

Paris was thew the center of the oultural, socio-economic and religious tensions shaking the
Christian west,

The university was a congloverate of wmore than fifty colleges subject to a common
discipline, but autonomous in thelr functioning; each one had its oww rectory and faculty
seat where exams were taken and diplomas tssued,

The Rector General resided tn the Sorbonne College and had authority over the other colleges.
There were four faculties: Theology, Canon Law, Medicine and Philosophy or the Arts,

To enter a Faculty You had to take a course tn Literature,

Theologienl studies were taught at the College of the Sorbonne, at that of Navarre (financent
by the French kings) and at those of the Dominioans and the Franciscans,

Of the 4,000 students, 38 were from the Kingoom of Navarre,
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Paris was thew the center of the cultural, socio-economic and religious tensions shaking the Christian west,

puring my five years of studies in Huwmanlities and Arts, 1 obtained in 1520 the title of Master of Arts, which | will use throughout myj Life:
Master Francisco, they will often call me, Then | started my) Doctorate in Theology and, at the sanme tinme, for six years t was a professor of
Philosophy at the College of Beauvals,

My friend Pietvo Faber

He had been a shepherd of sheep in the Alps. He was a young man with

a great spiritual level, At the age of 12 he took a vow of chastity, | had
the immense fortune to be tn the same room with him, He saved me
from my bmpulsive nature, as  sometimes ran away at night with
other companions in search of adventure, But t confess that t have never
stiwned,

tn Santa Barbara there was a student nawed calvino, who had
Instilled heretical ideas in wore than one of us, n a Letter to my brother

Juawn, and tn this twas refering to ignatius of Loyola, | wrote that it
was he who introduced nee to bad companies, that {, due to my lack of

experience, did not kiow the seriousiness, And now that these herestes
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The wmeeting with (igo (ignatius) of Loyola

owe day a somewhat small and slightly Limping man arvived tn Paris. He carried a donkey full of

books and papers, Something special radiated from him. He possessed awn lrresistible sympathy. He had

written the book of "Spiritual Exercises' in Manresa, which would exert a profound religious influence tin

the world,

ignatius was staying in the hospital and Lived on alms. The meetings that he organized ted to great

protests, even from the professors. On one oceasion he was almost publicly flogged. Thew he Limited

himself to the spiritual care of the few and chosen by him, When he started his philosophy studies he

managed to move into our room., At first { veceived him with hostility, remembering that he had fought

against my brothers,

lgnatius soon conguered Faber, who repeated the lessons he heard bn class, He was thrilled to go to
erusalem and consecrate himself there for the salvation of souls.

For what does it profit a
man to gain the whole world
if he Loses his soud?

1would like
you to do the
Splritual

Exercises

what do You
want me to do?

From the alms tgnatius shared with me, he gave me what t needed, as my brothers did
not want to send me any wmore money. "Do not do it7, my sister Magdalena had tola
Miguel, "because t understand that Javier will be a great servant of God and a pillar of
the Chureh",

When t brilliantly obtained a professorship, Ignatius found me good students, He
understood that Lf he conquered we, he would conguer half the world for Christ, For
this reason he began to tell me the words of the gospel: "For what does it profit a man
to gatn the whole worldl i he Loses his soul?", [ Listened to him with disgust, but he
insistently repeated the same sentence to me, until one day 1 gave up:

- «what do You want wme to do?»

- «t would Like You to do the Spiritual Exercisesy.

t did them for 40 days, under his divectlon, Between great penance, | spent 4 days
without eating... The minute t finished the Exercises t was converted into a volecano of
Love for Christ. My huwman ambition became the ambition of souls,



1 stayjed in Paris for 11 years, and tn November
1536, together with my companions we went to
venice, where we met tgnatius to undertake the
pllgrimage together to the Holy Land,

Ships forthe Holy Land Left venice in the
sumimer, In the meantime we went to Rome to ask
for the blessing of Pope Paul 11, Back in venice,
Turkey declared war on the city), preventing us
from leaving for Jerusalem.,




nJune 1537 t was ordained a priest by the Bishop
of Vicenza.

I lost the hope of belng able to Leave, the Pope
convineed us to forget the trip and concentrate on
the apostolate in ttaly), | celebrated my first mass in
Vicenza and was engaged in the apostolate in
Bologna during the winter of 15371538,

In the spring of 1532 Ignatius and my
companions settled tn Rowe with the alm of
getting the Society of Jesus approved by the Pope, |
was lgnazio's seeretary in this project,

Our austerity of Life and intellectual formation
made us famous and appreciated throughout Rome,
to such an extent that the King of Portugal Johw tit
and his ambassador asked Pope Paul (it to send
some of us to the Portuguese missions in tndia.
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The journey finally begins.,..

The departure of the ships bound for the

The ambassador, by order of John 111, Al ‘ ' ? East ndies was quite an event, Due to
askedl the pope to assign him some of the ; JHR \ | the difficulties of the long and uncertain
*masters of Paris" to be sewt to the | Jjowrney, before Leaving we made a will

indies, 1gmatius decided that Simén N L\ *i:{- = and confessed.

! Rodriguez and Nicotds Bobadilla would | h ot e 180 S | ' I_' \‘i Five galleons of the royal fleet set sail
Leave, since they were Portuguese. But U/ ' ey \\‘b' TN from Ulsbow: Bsplritu Santo, Santa Fe,
Nicolds fell thl and tveplaced i, | left  ESIRY \ \ )/ “_: — "('2'3'7 San Pedro, Flor de la Mar and the
Rome on March 15, 1540, but vemained | I 1 H \\EAY M= R flagship santiago, in which t was

g in Lisbonfor a year, held by the Ring, - < W travelling, to cover the 26,000 kmm that

- separated Lisbon from the city of Goa in
ndlia. tt was April 7, 1541, the day of
| my 35th birthday,

Due to the trip t suffered from dizziness
for two months, An interminable calim
overcame us tn the qulf of quinea and
leept us at anchor for several weeks, tn
the intense heat of sumimer, the food had
gowne bad as well as the water, Scurvy
spread among the crew, and then plague,
| we stayed Like this for 40 days.
Subsequently, the wind finally blew

| into the sails and pushed the ships
towards the const of Brazil, an

| obligatory route for the ships of the
Portuguese royal fleet heading towards
the Bast,

At the end of August we reached
Mozawmbigue, where we stayed for six
months due to the monsoons.

| The crew and us passengers were bn
pitiful physical condition, I too arrived
siclk and exhausted, DPespite this,  began

| to take care of the sick, (n February 1542
| we satled for twdia and on May &, 1542,

~ | thirteen wonths after leaving Lisbown, 1

saw the coast of Gon for the flrst time.
End of the journey,



Flrst trip: to ndia (1541)
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For five months, Gon was my first preaching site, ( took care of the
sick at the Royal Hospital, where t restoled, despite being the Pope's
Nuncto,

( took cave of prisoners and Lepers, | dedicated myself to preaching
and catechism., 1 also organized Santa Fe College.

From Goa the governor sent me to Tutlcorin, 00 Rilometers away).

Tuticorin Ls located in the southern tip of ndia, off the island of
Ceylown, present-day Sri Lanka, It is a long sandy strip between
the sea and the barvier of high mountains, its inhabitants, the
Paravi, Lived tn about thirty villages, they were pearl fishermen,
and spoke the Tamil language,

t arrived in Tutleorin and there 1 had numerous problems
understanding the language, but after four months of stay, |
prepaved the teachings and catechism and began to evangelize
from village to village,

The Paravis responded Largely to the preaching (1542-1543).
Such was the multitude of those who converted to the faith of
Christ, in this land where ( walk, that many times my arms were
tived from so much baptizing.

BY wnow | understood that my thme tn tndia had come to an end, tn
September 1 sailed for Malacea, As a gift, the Christian
community gave me a relic of St. Thomas that t always carried
with me.



Second trip: to ndonesia (1545)




Barly in September 1545 ( left ndia for Malacea, arriving at the end of the same
month after having covered 2,700 k.

(n Malacea, as in Goa, | devoted myself to village preaching and translating
Christian prayers tnto the local Language, in this case Malay.

ow january 1, 1546, | Left Malacea for the Moluceas.

Bordering the large islands of Sumatra and java and some 4,000 Indonesian islands,
( finally reached the Moluceas. The journey Lasted wmore than seven months.

Finally the expedition Landed tn the town of Hatiwi, Located on the island of Anmbon,
the wmain island of the archipelago, where we were welcomeol with joy by the Local
natives and Portuguese.

The Moluccas were the matwn place of my work.



For 16 wonths [ Visited the islands of this archipelago ano confirmed the faith of the local Christians,

During a trip to the istand of Ceram, land of human headhunters, (lost my crucifix in a sea-storm, As soon as 1 Landed on the
beach, a crab came out of the sea anal gave it back to me.

I preached tn the "seven Christian places” of Ambon, that is, the seven villages where there were Christians,

From there, {toured the archipelago from island to island accompanied by the Yyoung Manuel, son of the chief of the people of
Hatiwi, who acted as my tnterpreter.

BY rowing and sailing, afeer a brief stop on the islanod of Burw, | reached Ternate, the last Portuguese post in the Far Bast, about
500 ki from Ambon. tt was july 1546,

Adfter two months 1 resumen thejoumeg to the Moro Islands, now called Morotai. More than twelve years had passed sinee no
priest had dared to veach its shores, My predecessors had died at the hands of the islanders, Many of my friends and devotees
tried to convinee me not to go to such a dangerous Land,..

Here | am now Landed tn Morotal and preach the gospel among the fearsome natives, These could neither read nor write, they
Lgnored money, gold, silver, welghts and measures, markets and fabrics, The clothing for both men and women was the
tjtdako, a short apron made of tree membrane,



to me.

it

During a trip to the tsland of Ceram, the land of head hunters, tlost my erucifix tn a tidal wave. As soon as | Landed on the beach, a crab came out of the sea and returmed
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From Ternate, | returned to Ambon to
travel to Malacea and from there to Goa,
ndlia. t reached Malacea in early july
154%,

A Portuguese ship, devastated by a
typhoown, had discovered Japan by chance,
the famous "Cipango®, which had also
seen Mareo Polo. Those navigators saved
the Life of a Japanese named Yahiro,
persecuted by the justice of his country,
This personality had a very sharp
intelligence and a passionate taste for
novelty. He had heard of me and wanted
to meet me. 1t was this meeting and the
resulting friendship that awakened tn
e the desire to travel to Japan, it was
1547,

t returnedl to Goa to consolidate
everything thad done up to that point
and then start the journey in japan. ( Left
Goa on April 15, 1549, L was
accompanied by two Spanish jesuits,
Father Cosme de Torves and Brother juan
Fernandez, as well as Yahtro and two
Servants,

Clrowmnavigating the coasts of
tndonesia ano Chinag, tn the midst of
storms and typhoons, it was the monsoon
period, and fleeing from pirates, t finally
reached Kagoshima,
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Here | faced a very diffevent situation, the Japanese were a people intellectually and morally superior to those 1 had known until now, They
were more subject to reason thaw thad ever seen tn bnfldels; they were eager to know and never stop asking and talking about the things
we tried to answer, L began preaching on the street, but Later tpreferred personal contact, in homes, through conversations and disputes, in
which ( gradually appreciated thelr depth of soul.

Afer a year in Kagoshima, t converted 150 people, starting with Yahiro's family, and another fifteen in nearby ichiku Castle, belonging

to the family of the Lovol of the stronghold,

Japan was a civilization with very ancient roots, located on an
Lmmense archipelago and protected from contact with the outsiole
world by the sea. n the mid-16th century, it had few relationships
with other countries except China, tt was of a refined culture and
practiced the Shinto and Buddhist religions, had Large monasteries
where bonzes served as religious teachers and intellectuals.

Own August 15, 1549, my companions and | arrived in Kagoshima,
the southernmost port of Japan, Located ow the island of Kyjoshu, one
of the four large islands that make up the archipelago, It was the city
of Yahiro, our interpreter. After obtaining the permission of the
datmypo of Satsuma, named Shimadzu, we s’cageol in the
Kagoshima region for a year,



[ spent three months on the nearby islana of Hirado, from
August to October 1550, And here { conflrmed a community
of one hundred new Christians,

The next stop was the island of Honshu, the largest in Japan
and the seat of the central institutions, where | spent alimost a
year, from November 1550 to September 1551. | wanted to
reach the heart of the country. [ went to Yamagucht, where {
preached for a weonth and was received by the datmyo
Yoshitaka, albeit with little success. n mid-Pecember (
travelled to the capital, M’Lgmeo or Meaco (todag's K@o’co) with
the aim of obtaining permission from the emperor to preach
Chiristianity throughout the country, tt was a tough journey,
in the middle of winter, made by Land and by sea, enduring
the cold and the snow.

The disappolntment was great, the city was tn ruins and t was
not recelved by the emperor or the shogun,



So | returned to Yamagueht and presenteo myself to daimyo Yoshitaka, to whom t delivered gifts brought from nolia. He allowed us to preach Christianity and gave permission for his subjects to
convert, After five months of intense preaching, [ was able to convert a thousand people, who formed a fervent community).
A Portuguese ship which at this time had Landed at Yamagueht brought us news from tndia and in November 1551 we embarked to return to ndia,



Fourth trip: to China (1552)




Ow the way we stopped on the small Chinese sland of
Sanctén for a few days,

Whewn [ arrived in Malacca, numerous Letters awaited wee,
tncluding one from (gnatius informing me of my
appolntment as Provinelal of the Soctety of jesus in the
east,

tn February 1552 1 arvived tn Goa, where | was greeted
with great joy as ( was thought dead or missing in japan,

The idea of preaching tn China was tn my mind sinee 1
arrived tn Goa...t was hoping to go to China for the grent
service to our God, 1 dectded to arrange a trip to that great
Ewmplre,




Francisco Javier died tn a humble hut on the beach of
sSanciln, with owtg the company of his faithful Chinese
friend Antonlo.

It was dawwn on December 3, 1552, he was 46 years old.

we sailed from Malacea ow the 17th of July, and
from the port of Singapore traveled safely to
Sancian, wheve 1 arvived in September. But |
rematneo on the island for three months, unable
to Leave, The Chinese wmerchants refused to take
me on boarol since it was forbidden for forelgners
to enter China.

wWhile waiting to set sail, however, | contracted
severe puewmonia which caused very high fevers
and great weakwness,

Own November 21, 1552, | fatnted while
celebrating wmass, The fever was very high and
caused me nausea ano great anguish,
Sometimes [ Lost consclousness,
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The day after his death he was
buried on the island of Sancidn.

n June 1553, lgnatius wrote to Francisco
asking him to return to Burope, but it was
not until 1554 that news of his death
arrived, From Goa they urgently clatmed

reburied in the church of Santa Maria del Monte, his body, and in December 1553 the coffin
of the Society of Jesus, Left for ndia,

Two mownths Later he was transported to india ano
on digging him up his body was still intact. His
body arrived in Malacea on March 22, 1553,
Adfter being exposed for a few days, he was

There thousands of people attended his funeral and he was buried there.
Subsequently his body, still incorrupt, was transferved to the church of
Bowm Jesus in the same ety where he is still kept today tn a magwnificent
mausoleum.



The lmpact of Francisco Javier's Life and work was significant in the Chureh and in the society of his time, While
he was still alive, his letters spread throughout Europe, read by popes and Rings, distributed in colleges ana
universities by the Jesuits, or used tn serimons tn churches.

His fame for holiness was manifested throughout the East since his death. He was beatified tn 1619, on March 12,
1622 Pope Gregory XV proclatmed him a saint together with three other Spaniards, Saint (gnatius of Loyola,
Soint Teresa of Jesus and Saint isidore Labrador, and an ttalian Satnt Philip Neri. They were the saints of the
catholic Reformation,
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Starting from the sixteenth century, the Catholic Chureh set itself, x}}.r;
among its fundamental objectives, the overcoming of the European 4

scope of Christianity and its spread in the world, as it was being ~———

discovered, for this it encouraged the creation of missions and the 2 |

sending of missionaries in Ameriea, Asia anolAdfrica.
Francisco Javier was a role model for all of them.

n 1748 Benedict X1V declared hime patrow of the East.
n 1927 Plus X! proclaimed him patron of all Catholic missions.

Francisco de Javier, Gesto, PMS SPAIN — lllustration by Loreto Fernandez



