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July 3, 1896 - photo taken by Céline
in the courtyard of the Lisieux
convent.

In her left hand. Theresa holds a
parchment on which she quotes
Theresa of Avila:

I would give a thousand lives to
save one soul!

In her right hand, Theresa holds a
book she received from Father
Roulland entitled: La mission du Su-
Tchuen.

On October 15th, the Feast of St.
Theresa of Avila., Theresa received
her first missionary brother, Maruice
Barthélemy Belliére (1874-1907). a
future White Father.

She was, however, to have a second,
Adolphe-Jean-Louis-Eugéne
Roulland, who would be the ninth
witness in the Ordinary Informative
Process.

Father Roulland was born in
Cahagnolles (Calvados) on October
1%, 1870. He entered the Paris
Foreign Mission Society and while
preparing for the ministerial
priesthood felt the need for prayer
support of a cloistered nun for his
future apostolate.
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IMIT.
Carmel of Lisieux November 1, 1896

lesus
Brother,

Your interesting letter, which arrived under the patronage of all 5aints,
gives me great joy. | thank you fortreating me as a real sister.

With the grace of lesus | hope to make myselfwarthy of thistitle sodear
to me.

Ithank you, too, for having sent us The 5oul of 2 Missionary, this book
has interested me deeply. It allowed me ta follow you duringyour
distant journey. The Life of Pére Nempon is perfectlytitled, itreally
reveals the soul of a missionary, or rather the soul of all apostlestruly
warthy of this name.

You askme (inthe letter written at Marseilles) to prayto Our Lord to
remove from you the cross of being named director inaseminary or
even that of coming backto France. | understand that this prospectis
not pleasing toyou; with my whole heart | am begging lesus that He see
fitto allow you to carry out the laboricusapostolate such as your soul
always dreamed about. However, | add with you: "May God's will be
done." In italoneis restto be found; outside this lovable willwe would
do nothing either for Jesus or for souls.

I cannot tell you, Brother, how happy | am to see you sototally
abandoned into your superiors’ hands. It seems to me itisa certain
proof that one day my desires willbe realized, that is, that you will bea
great Saint.

Allow me to confide a secret to you that was just revealed to me by the
sheet of paper on which arewritten the memorable dates of your life.
On September 8, 1890, your missionany vacation was saved by Mary,
Cueen of Apostles and Martyrs; on that same day, a little Carmelite
hecame the spouse of the King of heaven. Bidding an everlasting adieu
to the waorld, she had one goal, to save souls, especially the souls of
apostles. From lesus, her divine Spouse, she asked particularly foran
apostolic soul; unahleto be a priest, she wanted that in her placea
priest may receive the graces of the Lord, that he have the same
aspirations, the same desires as herself....

Brother, you know the unworthy Carmelite who offered this prayer. Do
you not think, as | do, that our union confirmed on the day of your
priestly ordination began on September 8¢ .
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I believed | would meet only in heaven the apostle, the brother whom | had
asked from Jesus; but this Beloved Saviour, raising a littlethe mysteriocus veil
that hidesthe secrets of eternity, hasseen fitto giveme in thisexilethe
consolation of knowingthe brother of my soul, of working withhimforthe
salvation of poor infidels

Oh! how great is my gratitudewhen | consider the kind attention of Jesus!
Whatis Hereserving for usinheaven if here below His love dispenses
surprisessodelightful?

More than ever, | understand that the smallest events of our lifeare
conducted by God; He isthe Onewho makes us desire andwho grantsour !
desires.... Whenour good Mother suggestedto me that | becomeyour helper,
1 admit, Brother, that | hesitated." Consideringthe virtues of the holy
Carmelites around me, | thought that our Mother would have better served
your spiritual interests by choosing for you a Sister other than myself; the
thought alonethat lesuswould have no regard for my imperfect works but for
my good willmade me accept the honor of sharing in your apostolc works. |
did not know thenthat Our Lord Himselfhadchosen me, He who usesthe
weakest instrumentsto work marvelsl. . | did not know that for sxyears| had
a brother who was preparing himselfto become a missionary; now thatthis
brother is really His apostle, lesusreveals it to me in order no doubt to
increasein mysoulthedesre of loving Him and making Him loved.

Do you know, Brother, that if the Lord continuesto answer my prayer, you
willobtaina favor whichyour humility prevents you from seeking? This
incomparablefavor, you guessit, ismartyrdom.... .

Yes, | have the hopethat after long yearsspent in apostolc works, after
having given lesus lovefor love, lifefor life, you willgive Him, too, blood for
blood....

When writing these lines, | am reminded that theywillreach you inthe
manth of January, the month during which we exchange happywishes. |
believe that those of your little sister will be theonlyonesof theirkind.... To
tell the truth, the world would treat asfollywishes like these; however, for us
the world no longer lives, and "our conversation isalready in heaven," our
onlydesire isto resemble our adorable Master, whom the world did not wish
to know because He emptied Himself, taking onthe form and natureof a
slave.

Oh, Brother! how blessedyou are to follow so closely the example of
lesus. . When thinking you have dressedyourself in theclothes of the
Chinese, | am naturally thinking of the Saviour clothing Himself inour poor
humanity and becoming like one of us in order to redeem our soulsfor
eternity.

You will perhaps find me really childish, but it does not matter. | confessthat
1 committed a sin of ervywhen reading that your hairwasgoing to be cutand
[Eplaced by a Chinese braid. It isnot the latter | desire butvery simply a little
tress of the hair now become useless. You will no doubt ask me,
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laughing, what | willdo with it?Well, it iswverysimple, this hairwillbe arelic
for mewhen youwill beinheaven, the palm of martyrdom inyour hand. You
find, no doubt, that | am going about thisfar in advance, butl know itisthe
only means of reaching mygoal, for your littlesister (whoisknown only as
such by lesus)willcertainly be forgotten inthe distribution of yourrelics. lam
sure you are laughing at me, but this does not matter. If you consent to pay
forthe littleamusement | am giving you with "the hair of a future Maryr," |
shall bewellrecompensed.

On December 25 | will not failto send my angelsothat hemay place my
intentions near the host that will beconsecrated by you. Itis from the depths
of my heart that | thank you for offering for Our Mother and me your Massat
dawn;when you areat the altar, we shall be singing Matins for Christmas
which precede the Midnight Mass.

Brother, you are not mistaken whensaying that no doubt my intentions
would be: "to thank lesus orthe day of graces among alldays." It is not on this
daythat | received the grace of my religiousvocation. Our Lord, willing for
Himself alone myfirst glance, saw fitto ask my heartin the cradle, if l can so
expressmyself.

The night of Christmas 1886 was, it istrue, decisive for mywocation, butto
name it more clearky | must callit: the night of my conversion. On that bless=d
night, aboutwhich it iswritten that it sheds light evenon the delights of God
Himself, lesus, whosaw fit to make Himself a child out of love for me, saw fit
to have me come forth from the swaddling clothes and imperfections of
childhood. He transformed me insuch a way that | no longer recognized
myself. Without thischange |l would have had to remain for yearsin theworld.
Saint Teresa, who said to her daughters: "l want you to be women in nothing,
butthat in everything you may equal strong men,'" would not have wanted to
acknowledge me as her child if the Lord had not clothed me inHisdivine
strength, if Hehad not Himself armed me for war.

| promiseyou, Brother, to recommendto Jesusin avery specialwaythe
young girl about whom you speak to me andwho is meeting with obstaclesto
hervocation. | sympathizesincerely with her suffering, knowing by experience
how bitter itisto be unableto respond immediately to God'scall. | hopesheis
notobliged likeme to go even to Rome.... No doubtyou do not know that
your sister hadthe audacityto speakto the Pope?' __Itis true, however, and
if | had not had this audacity, perhaps | would bestillin theworld.

Jesushassad: "The kingdom of heaven suffersviclence, and only the violent
takeitaway.” Itwasthesamefor me concerning the kingdom of Carmel.
Before becoming the prisoner of lesus, | had to travelvery far to take holdpf
the prisonthat | preferred to allthe palaces of thisearth. | had no desireto
make a trip for my personalpleasure, and when my incomparablefather
offered to takeme to lerusakem if | wished to postpone my entrance
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{ _fortwo or three months, | did not hesitate (in spite of the natural attraction

| E'"kiﬂg of thatvillain deprived of love as our Holy Mother called him;
s = fortunately, allhistricksturned out to hisshame, they served onlytorender a

'_ = joyful, carrying back our sheaves in our hands.
Brinait | Aafad de dred r.gf-q,.,- ,glIuvedthelrttlesermonvewmuch that you addressed to our good Mother,

'.F{EI essyour unworthy sister, Brother.

& E which was drawing meto visit the places sanctified by the Saviour's life) to

3 choose reposeinthe shadow of Him forwhom Iwaﬁlmglng " | understood
athat really one day spent inthe Lord’s house wasworth more than athousand

g anywhere els=.

‘& Perhaps, Brother, you want to know what obstacle | was encountering in the

E accomplishment of mywocation; this obstacle was noneother than myyouth.

% Our good Father Superior formally refused to receive me before | wastwenty-
EDne,say'ingthatachildnffifteenwasnutcapame|:|fknmingtuwhatshewas i
= committing herself. Hisconduct was prudent, and | do not doubt that, in

é trying me, he accomplished the will of God, who willed to have me conquer

& the fortressof Carmel at the point of the sword; perhaps, too, lesus permitted
%-the demon to hinder a vocation which must not have been, | believe, to the

i

2 child ‘svictory more striking. If | wanted to write you allthe details of the

E combat | had to sustain, | would haveto have muchtime, ink, and paper.

E_ Recounted by a clever pen, these detailswould have some interest for you, |

£ believe, but my pen cannot give any charmsto a long recital, so | ask your

E, pardon for having already perhaps bored you.

w You promiseme, Brother, to continue each morning to say atthe altar: "My

= 7 God, enkindle my sister with Your love." | amdeeply grateful to you for this,
Tand | have nodifficulty in assuringyou that your conditions are and ahways will

2 be accepted. Alll ask lesus or myself, | askalsoforyou; when | offer myweak |

Z love to the Beloved, | allow myself to offer yours atthe sametime. Like

¢ Joshua, you arefighting on the plain, and | amyour little Moses," and

gg incessantly my heart if lifted to heavento obtainthe victory. Oh, Brother, how

= you would haveto be pitied if Jesus Himself were not to hold up the arms of

= your Moses!... Butwith the help of the prayer you are making each day for me

F to the divine Prisoner of love, | hope you will never haveto be pitied and that,

E'afterthis Iife during which we shall have sowntogether intears, we shall be

a0

S

i R

2 exhorting herto remain on earth; itisnot long, but asyou saythere is nothing

:rtu answer. | seeyou willnat have much troubleinconvincingyour listeners

= whenyou preach, and | hopean abundance of soulswill begathered and

2 offered byyou to the Lord. | notice | amat the end of my paper; this forces me

to stop my scribbling. | want, however, to tellyou that all your anniversaries i

ﬁu.llllbe faithfully celebrated by me. July 3will be particularly dear to me since ﬁ
-:un thatdayyou receivedJesusor the first timeand onthissamedate | i

z;etewed Jesusfrom your hand and assiged at your first MassinCarmel. i-]
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